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Some courses in this brochure are year-long courses. 
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Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with 
Professor Reuven Firestone 

Friday, January 11 
8:00 PM—Shabbat Service 

“Whose Jerusalem? The Holy City in Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam.” 

 

òô 
 

Saturday, January 12 
8:45 AM—Torah Study 

“Muhammad, the Qur’an, and the Question of Judaism” 
Text study of the Bible and the Qur’an, looking at similarities and 

differences and how these have impacted relations between Jews and 
Muslims. 

(Coffee and bagels will be provided at 8:30 am) 
 

The Stanley R. Harris Memorial Lecture 
4:00 PM—Reception followed by the Lecture 

“Islam and the West: 
Is There a Clash of Civilizations?” 

 

òô 
 

Sunday, January 13—11:30 AM 
“Divine Authority and Mass Violence: 

Holy War in Judaism, Christianity and Islam.” 
(Coffee and bagels will be provided at 11:00 am) 
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Shir Chadash 
Adult Volunteer Choir 

 

If you like to sing and want to play an important part in leading worship at 
Temple Isaiah, you are invited to join Shir Chadash, our Adult Volunteer 
Choir.   The choir will sing a variety of music – liturgical, art music, and folk 
settings.  We will sing at services for the High Holy Days, on selected Shabba-
tot, and for special musical programs throughout the year.  No previous 
choir experience is necessary.  Just bring your voice and an enthusiasm 
for singing Jewish music.  If you are interested in joining or if you have any 
questions, please contact Cantor Korn (925-283-8575 or cantor.korn@temple
-isaiah.org) for rehearsal times and dates.  Sing a new song unto God and 
join us! 
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Sunday Morning Jewish Studies Courses 
Judaism and Human Rights 
Judaism is primarily known as a tradition of mitzvoth/commandments, not 
necessarily a religion that emphasizes rights. Yet rights and obligations 
meet in many defining places to inform the Jewish perspective on Human 
Rights. From ancient sources to contemporary thinkers we will discover 
what Judaism has to say in this delicate area. How are Jewish values applied 
in the State of Israel and how can they be applied when we live in a non 
Jewish context. 

 
INSTRUCTOR: RABBI ROBERTO GRAETZ is Rabbi of Temple Isaiah. 
 
Encountering Judaism* 
The second semester of a year-long introduction to the history, beliefs, and 
practices of the Jewish people. This course will be of value to those just 
beginning to explore Jewish studies, those considering choosing Judaism or 
becoming adult bar/bat mitzvah, those in an interfaith relationship, and 
those who may or may not have had a Sunday school Jewish education and 
are looking for a more mature understanding. We will discuss sacred litera-
ture, the Prayerbook, Jewish theology, and modern Jewish history.  Students 
are encouraged to expand their Jewish literacy by taking this course in con-
junction with one of the beginning Hebrew courses.  Required text: Living 
Judaism by Wayne Dosick. 

 
NSTRUCTOR: SAMUEL BROUDE is Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Sinai, 
Oakland, where he served his congregation for 23 years. 
*These are all year-long course. 
 
 
 

4 sessions: Sundays, 11:15 AM - 12:30 PM, January 27 - February  24 
No Class: 2/17 
Tuition: $10/member; $25/non-member 

13 sessions: Sundays, 10:15 AM - 11:15 AM, January 13 - May 18  
No Class: 1/20, 2/17, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 & 4/20 
Tuition: $110/member; $140/non-member  
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Sunday Morning Hebrew Courses 
Beginning Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 1B* 
The continuation of Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 1A. Designed for those 
who can sight-read voweled Hebrew texts and have a vocabulary of about 
100 words, this introductory course will focus on developing the foundation 
for reading comprehension and a basic Hebrew vocabulary. We will learn 
the basics of Prayerbook Hebrew, focusing on the essential grammar and 
vocabulary of the Siddur (Prayerbook). This course will combine language 
training with learning some well-known prayers and blessings in order to 
unite your new Hebrew knowledge with common melodies from the Siddur. 
Prerequisite: Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 1A or equivalent. Students 
should be able to sight-read voweled Hebrew texts and have a vocabulary of 
about 100 words. Required text: Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way will be 
available for purchase at first class session. 

 
INSTRUCTOR: RACHEL VALFER began learning Hebrew and Tanach at 
age 5. She lived in Israel for 6 years, where she studied Hebrew and Ladino 
literature at the graduate level at the Hebrew University. Rachel is a profes-
sional musician in classical and folk music of the Middle East. 
 
Intermediate Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 2B* 
The continuation of Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 2A. This course will cover 
the basic grammar and vocabulary of the Siddur (Prayerbook), including the 
key texts and melodies of the most important prayers and blessings found in 
the Siddur. Prerequisite: Beginning Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 2A or 
equivalent. Students should be able to sight-read Hebrew, understand noun-
adjective relationships, and have a vocabulary of about 250 words. Re-
quired text: Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way will be available for pur-
chase at first class session. 

 
INSTRUCTOR: RACHEL VALFER, See instructor biography above. 

13 sessions: Sundays, 9:15 AM - 10:15 AM, January 13 -  May 18  
No Class: 1/20, 2/17, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 & 4/20 
Tuition: $110/member; $140/non-member  

13 sessions: Sundays, 10:15 AM - 11:15 AM, January 13 -  May 18 
No Class: 1/20, 2/17, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 & 4/20 
Tuition: $110/member; $140/non-member  



6 
 

 

The Joy of Jewish Baking with Women of Isaiah 
Learn how to make traditional recipes, such as Rugelach, Soft Hanukah 
Pretzels, Hamantaschen, Mandelbrot and other Jewish Dessert Recipes from 
throughout the Diaspora.  The baking choices will foreshadow the holiday 
calendar. Leave the monthly classes with two dozen treats, recipes and a 
little history about your delicacies to feed your families’ imaginations too.  
Come to as many classes as your schedule allows. 

 
Module 2: The Prophets of Ancient Israel: Then and Now 
The prophets of ancient Israel are among the most misunderstood figures of 
the Bible. They are commonly considered to be infallible predictors of the 
future, social cranks, or impractical idealists. In this course, we will situate 
the prophets within the society and religion of ancient Israel and ask what, 
if anything, the prophets tell us about today's world and our place in it. 

 
INSTRUCTORS: NORMAN GOTTWALD, Ph.D., Wilbert Webster White 
Professor of Biblical Studies at New York Theological Seminary, currently 
serves on the faculty of the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley.  
Professor Gottwald is the author of numerous groundbreaking books and 
articles in Biblical Studies. 
JEHON GRIST, Ph.D., is Executive Director of Lehrhaus Judaica. He 
earned his doctorate in Near Eastern Studies from UC Berkeley, where he 
was a Regents’ Fellow. He has conducted field research in Israel, the Gaza 
Strip, and the Valley of the Queens in southern Egypt. 

4 sessions: Wednesdays, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM, January 9 - January 30 
Tuition: $55/member; $65/non-member 

Sunday Morning—Jewish Culture  

Sundays 9:15 AM - 11:15 AM 
Meeting dates: 1/13, 2/10, 3/9 & 4/13 
Tuition: $2/member/class attended 
Pre-registration is required to Kim at (925) 284-1404. 

Wednesday Evening Jewish Studies Courses* 
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Module 3: Understanding Israel: A New Way to Discover Israel’s 
Past, Present and Future 
Based on a groundbreaking text by Lehrhaus Founding Director Mr. 
Rosenbaum, this class will take students on a compelling journey through 
the tragedies and triumphs of modern Israel's life on its 60th anniversary. 
The core history will be presented in a fully illustrated and narrated CD-
ROM which students may enjoy at home. 
2/13: The Israel/American Relationship, Then and Now—David Akov 
2/20: Synagogue and State in Israel: Separating the Powers— 
Nitzhia Shaked 
2/27: How Israel's Government Works—Ken Cohen 
3/5: Israel and the Heritage of the Holocaust—Fred Rosenbaum 

 
INSTRUCTORS: DAVID AKOV, Consul General of Israel for the Pacific 
Northwest Region. A native Israeli, who served in the Israel Defense Forces 
following high school, he then went on to earn a BA in Middle East History 
and an MA in Political Science and Political Thought, both from the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
NITZHIA SHAKED holds a degree in law from Hebrew University and 
worked for the Israeli Supreme Court. She has a Master's Degree in 
Jurisprudence from Harvard and is a member of the California Bar. She is 
currently teaching at San Francisco State University, and is a Wexner 
scholar. 
KEN COHEN, MA, received his degree in Jewish Studies from the 
Graduate Theological Union and is an adjunct faculty member at SFSU. He 
lectures widely on topics including the Bible, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
ancient Israelite history. 
FRED ROSENBAUM, Founding Director of Lehrhaus Judaica, has written 
3 books on modern Jewish history and has taught numerous courses on the 
history of contemporary Israel at Lehrhaus and University of San Francisco, 
San Francisco State University, and the Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley. 
 
*Childcare is available during Wednesday Evening Jewish Studies  
Courses. Please contact the Temple Isaiah office at (925) 283-8575 for 
more information. 

4 sessions: Wednesdays, 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM, February 13 - March 5 
Tuition: $55/member; $65/non-member 

Wednesday Evening Jewish Studies Continued 
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Module 4: Tarbut—Israeli Culture  
Tarbut (‘culture’ in Hebrew) offers students an opportunity to gain 
knowledge and appreciation for the rich and diverse Israeli culture.  
Through examination of the varied creative expressions in different media, 
students will access Israeli dynamic society, language and aspirations. Each 
session will highlight a theme or topic and explore it through different form 
of arts and culture, from the light and amusing to the thought-provoking and 
profound.  
1. Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
A dichotomy examined through poems and literary excerpts. 
2. Jewish and Israeli Time 
Exploring the differences and similarities of the concept of time. 
Documentary film It’s About Time, text and discussion. 
3. Visual Arts and Politics 
Political cartoons, photography, graffiti and graphic posters. 
4. Comedy and Satire 
Israeli society as viewed through comic lenses.

 
INSTRUCTOR: VAVI TORAN is an independent consultant on Israeli arts, 
culture and education. Vavi was the Director of the Israel Education 
Initiative. In this capacity, she initiated, planned and implemented 
professional development for educators, curricular programs, Educators-in-
Residence series, Israel seminars, traveling exhibits, living bridge projects 
and Israel resources. 
 

4 sessions: Wednesdays, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM, March 19 - April 23 
No Class: 4/2 & 4/9 
Tuition: $55/member; $65/non-member 

Wednesday Evening Jewish Studies Continued 

Havurat D’vash: A Honey of a Group 
2008 Program Dates 

DATE  PROGRAM   SPEAKERS 
1/9 Personal Stories of an Historian  Prof. Emeritus Leon Litwack 
2/6 American Jewish Youth Today  Rabbi Alissa Forrest 
3/5 My Jewish Family in the Mother Lode Joe Drabkin 
4/2 Healthy Eating for Healthy Lives 
 with the Wellness Warrior  Cindy Gershen 
5/7 The Importance of Israel Education: 
 In Israel and Here   Dean Goldfein 
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Shabbat Torah Study 

Jewish Book Group with Rabbi Judy Shanks 
Meet for lively discussions of the book of the month. See the Temple Isaiah 
library web page at http://www.temple-isaiah.org for the monthly book se-
lection. 

 
Talmud Class with Rabbi Roberto Graetz 
This class meets on Thursdays from 12:00 to 1:00 pm in the Adult Lounge. 
New students are always welcome but we ask that once you have taken a 
peek at Talmud learning, you commit yourself to regular attendance. If you 
are coming to class during your lunch hour, arrive a few minutes early or 
stay to eat after class. 
 
 
 
Weekly Torah Study with members of Temple Isaiah’s Clergy Team 
We meet most Saturday mornings at 8:45 am in the Beit Knesset to study the 
Torah portion of the week. Through lively discussions we learn from the text 
and from each other.  Consult the monthly calendar for those few times when 
we may not meet. Be sure join us in Shabbat prayer afterwards at 10:30 AM. 
 

Thursdays 10:30-11:30 
Meeting dates: 1/17, 2/14, 3/13, 4/10 & 5/8  
No pre-registration or fees required; Read one book or read them all! 

Thursday Morning Study 

Wide Range of Adult Programs 
 

Here at Temple Isaiah we have various informative, educational and social 
action programs designed for adults of all age groups that meet throughout 
the year. 

• Havurat D’vash (60+) – lunch and program on the 1st Wednesday of every 
month. 

• Meet & Greet (45-65) – Shabbat dinner and program on the 4th Friday of 
every month. 

• Yachad (Singles 42+) – potluck and program on the 1st Sunday of every 
month. 

• Younger Singles (under 42) – program, outing or dining on monthly basis. 
For more details or times, please check out the website at www.temple-
isaiah.org, read the Ruach, or contact Mary Anne Winig at 283-8575 x301, or 
 maryannew@temple-isaiah.org. 

http://www.temple-isaiah.org
mailto:maryannew@temple-isaiah.org
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Jewish Fine Arts Studio Course 

Module 1 
8 sessions: Tuesdays, 11:00 AM—1:00 PM, January 8—February 26 
Tuition: $140member/180non-member + $30 annual supply fee* 
 

Module  2 
8 sessions: Tuesdays, 11:00 AM—1:00 PM, March 4—May 6 
No Class: 3/25 & 4/1 
Tuition: $140member/180non-member + $30 annual supply fee* 

Nourish your creative souls through this Jewish Fine Arts class. 
Every week students, at all different levels of experience, will 
be provided with the skill and techniques to support their 
growth and development as creative individuals. Academic in-
struction will include the basic rules of drawing and composi-
tion. We will also explore techniques with color, drawing, 
painting, printmaking and sculpture. Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to wake up the artist inside of you. 
 
INSTRUCTOR: TZIPORA KRUPNIK was born in Israel and 
grew up in South Africa.  She attended 
an Art, Ballet, Music and Drama High 
School in Pretoria where she studied 
Dutch fine arts for five years.  At 18 
she made Aliyah (immigrated) to Is-
rael, where she earned her BSA degree 
from the Beit Berl School of Art.  She 
spent eleven years in Israel, and has 
been living in the Bay Area for the last 
two years.  Tzipora has been creating 
since age four.  Art has given her the 
confidence to be an individual, and to strive for higher goals. 



No registration necessary for The Joy of Jewish Baking with WOI, Jewish Book 
Group, Talmud Class or Torah Study.  Just show up!  
Complete this registration form, remove from brochure and return with your 
check made payable to “Temple Isaiah Adult Education Classes”. 
Student #1:          
 

Address:          
 

City/Zip:      Phone:     
 
Student #2:          
 

Address:          
 

City/Zip:      Phone:     
 

Tuition assistance is available.  Please contact the Clergy. 
 

Registration Form 

#1 #2 Course Title Tuition 
Member/Non 

q q Judaism and Human Rights $10/$25 

q q Encountering Judaism $110/$140 

q q Beginning Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 1B $110/$140 

q q Intermediate Prayerbook/Biblical Hebrew 2B  $110/$140 

q q Module 2: The Prophets of Ancient Israel: Then and Now $55/$65 

q q Module 3: Understanding Israel: A New Way to Discover 
Israel’s Past, Present and Future $55/$65 

q q Module 4: Tarbut—Israeli Culture $55/$65 

  Total Enclosed:  

q q Jewish Fine Arts Studio Course: Module 2 $140/180 & 
$30* 

q q Jewish Fine Arts Studio Course: Module 1 $140/180 & 
$30* 




